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PREFACE.

el p——

Tosacco growing is one of the most profitable branches of
tropical and sub-tropical agriculture; the ¢ weed ” has
oven been proposed as a remunerative erop for the British
farmer, and is very extensively grown in continental
Europe. The attention recently drawn to the subject
has resulted in many inquirjes for information nseful to
the planter desirous of starting a tobacco estate. But
beyond scattered articles in newspapers and the pro-
ceedings of agrieultural societies, there has been no
practical literature available for the Fnglish reader, It
is a little remarkable that while our neighbours have
been writing extensively about tobacco growing, of late
years, no English book devoted exclusively to this subject
has been published for nearly thirty years. A glance at
the bibliography given at the end of this volume will
ghow that the French, German, Swiss, Italian, Dutch,
Sicilian, and even Heandinavian planter has a reliable
handbook to gnide him in this important branch of agri-
culture, while British settlers in our numerous tobacco-
growing colonies must glean their information as best

they may from periodical literature.
To supply the want thus indicated, the present volume

220797



Vi PREFACE,

has been prepared. The invaluable assistance of tobacco-
planters in both the Indies and in many other tropical
countries, has rendered the portion relating to field opera-
tions eminently practical and complete, while the editor’s
acquaintance with agricultural chemistry and familiarity
with the best tobacco-growing regions of Asiatic Turkey,
have enabled him to exercise a general supervision over the
statements of the various contributors.
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CHAPTER 1.

THE PLANT.

NExT to the most common grains and pulses, probably no
plant is so widely and generally cultivated as tobacco. In
what country or at what date its use originated has little
to do with us from a practical point of view, though
interesting emough as a subject for the student of ethno-
graphy and natural history. OSuffice it {o say that it has
been grown and smoked since pre-historic times in many
tropical and sub-fropical countries, and has assumed an
mmportance in modern daily lifo only surpassed by a few
prominent food plants and cotton.

This long-continued and widespread cultivation has
holped to produce local varieties or races of the plant
which have sometimes been mistaken for distinet species,
and caused a multiplication of scientific names almost
bewildering. The following epitome comprehends the
species and varieties of Nicotiana possessing interest for
the cultivator :—

I. N. Tabacum macrophylla [latifolia, lattissima, gigantea]
—~—Maryland tobacco. Of this, there are two sub-species

B



